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MacLean’s Ready Mix
Concrete Ltd. is cele-
brating 50 years in

business this year. The indepen-
dently owned and family-oper-
ated business has met customer
needs in Eastern Prince Edward
Island for half a century.

Dick MacLean started his
business as a part-time opera-
tion after purchasing a $97 con-
crete block machine from the
Eaton’s catalogue.

“From 1955 to 1960 the
block demand increased dra-
matically,” he says. “We eventu-
ally purchased a Vessot auto-
matic block machine, which
produced about 40 blocks per
hour and all different sizes.”

In the late 1950s and early
1960s, MacLean’s built three
potato warehouses in
Greenfield, P.E.I. for farmer
Emmett Power. MacLean him-
self laid the foundation and the

floor for those buildings, show-
ing up with a one-bag hand
mixer, a wheelbarrow and other
supplies.

“He got an awful lot of
work from people seeing what
kind of work he did for me,”
Power says.

The company produced
80,000 blocks for the
Montague Regional High
School in 1961. According to
MacLean, back then every
block was handled four times
without the aid of pallets or
forklifts.

With the building boom of
the 1960s, MacLean’s had a
hand in everything from rinks
to schools to potato warehous-
es to tobacco kilns across P.E.I.,
and the part-time business
became a full-time operation
with four employees.

In 1965, MacLean’s pur-
chased its first ready mixed con-
crete truck, and then had to
buy two more trucks later that
same year to keep up with

demand. In 1967, the company
had its first bulk cement silo in
place at the Victoria Cross
plant.

“When we got started in
Montague we could sell 600
bags of cement a season, but
within five years of starting we
were selling 600 bags a day,”
MacLean says.

The labour-intensive
process of block-making came
to an end in 1970, but the
company did well with a boom-
ing construction industry. By

the mid-1970s MacLean’s two
sons, Doug and John, started
full-time with the company.
John now manages the truck-
ing division and Doug has
moved around the company
serving in a variety of positions,
including general manager.

By 1979, MacLean’s had
to open a concrete plant in
Souris. The company also op-
erates a portable plant. The
1980s brought lean times to
MacLean’s, as they did to
everyone. The company ex-

panded its trucking division
to diversify and John Mac-
Lean is very proud of how
that expansion helped the
company survive. MacLeans
now hauls freight for other
companies travelling across
Canada with 14 tractor-trail-
ers and 27 trailers.

“As far as I know, we
never lost a contractor,” Dick
MacLean says. “You have to
keep up with the times and
change with what the con-
tractors need. You have to

diversify.”
To that end, over the past

10 years the company has pur-
chased three stone slingers, two
concrete belts and now a fleet
of 13 mixer trucks. However,
the MacLean family is quick to
spread the glory.

“You can buy all the equip-
ment you want but if you don’t
have the staff you don’t have
anything,” John MacLean says.
“We’ve been  blessed with a
tremendous workforce.”

Dick MacLean often
chalks up his business success
to luck, timing and help from
others. But his wife Mary,
who helped with the compa-
ny’s bookkeeping for years,
says it was his persistence that
made the difference.

“He certainly worked for
everything he got and a lot of
time he put it all back into the
company.”

MacLean still works in the
business, sometimes hauling
two loads of gravel across the
Northumberland Strait via the
Wood Island ferry, but much of
the company is in the hands of
his sons, daughter-in-law
Rhonda who handles the
accounting and even his grand-
daughters, Jen and Heather
have worked for the business.
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Your year round supplier of
Ready Mix Concrete in and around the Corner Brook area.

Members of
Atlantic Provinces Ready Mixed Concrete Association

Operating Computerized and Certified Batch Plant.
Also Suppliers of:

• Washed & Crushed Stone
• Washed Sand

• Concrete Block & Brick
• Precast Products

For more information please call, fax or write to:

Atlantic Ready Mix
P.O. Box 353, Brake’s Cove

Corner Brook, Newfoundland   A2H 6E3
Phone: (709) 634-1885  Fax: (709) 634-2061
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HI-TE CH
S C A L E S  L T D .

www.atyp.com/hitechscales

Nfld. Owned and Operated

“SPECIALISTS IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY”

• READY MIX PLANTS

• ASPHALT PLANTS

• FISHERY SYSTEMS

• TANK & TRUCK SCALES

Custom Weighing for Offshore Industry

Rental of Certified Test Weights

RENTALS - SALES - SERVICE

Conception Bay Highway, Long Pond

(709) 834-8670

Fax: (709) 834-6025
00183687

C . R . M . R e a d y  M i x  C o . L t d .
Ph: (902) 569-4444  Fax: (902) 569-3224
235 Mason Road, Stratford, Box 2471, Charlottetown

00183431

• Concrete • Sand & Gravel
• Slinger Service (for the 

placement of stone and gravel)
• Radio Equipped Trucks

In the construction indus-
try’s fast-paced environ-
ment, the need for — and

value of — Construction Spec-
ifications Canada (CSC) is
greater than ever. CSC brings
together individuals from all
segments of the construction
industry. Anyone with a vested
interest in Canada’s largest
industry is invited to join CSC.

When you join CSC you
become a part of the only asso-
ciation that brings together
professionals from all aspects
of the construction industry.

CSC offers members of
the design team the opportu-
nity to meet with other mem-
bers and exchange informa-
tion. It also affords them the
chance to help improve tech-
nology and its management,
and the means to improve the
ways in which their ideals are
translated into clear, concise
and complete documenta-
tion.

If you’re a member of the
building team, CSC offers the
opportunity to become
involved in formulating
specifications. Your valuable
input can help generate time
and cost savings as well as
improve performance.

The multi-disciplinary
composition of CSC allows
members of the supply team

to meet with other members
of the construction team.
CSC programs in data filing
and information retrieval are
geared to present convenient
and concise information on
suppliers’ products for proper
evaluation and specification.

If you’re a student of archi-
tecture, engineering or con-
struction technology, CSC
provides greater exposure to,
and a better understanding of,
the construction industry, giv-
ing you an excellent opportu-
nity if you’re planning on a
career in the field.

Objectives of CSC are:
• To foster the interests of

those engaged in, or who are
affected by, the compilation or
use of any form of specifications
or related documentation for
the construction industry.

• To publish literature
pertaining to the construc-
tion industry.

• To engage in activities
to improve procedures and
techniques related to the con-
struction industry.

CSC offers a range of pro-
grams and services:

• CSC — through educa-
tion and certification pro-
grams — provides the means
to continue to learn and
develop your skills as well as
share your own expertise and

experience with others.
• CSC offers the Reg-

istered Specification Writer,
Certified Technical Repre-
sentative and Certified Con-
struction Contract Admin-
istrator programs.

• CSC — through its tech-
nical and educational programs
— publishes technical docu-
ments, guides and studies.
Construction Canada maga-
zine, CSC’s official publica-
tion, is published six times a
year and carries features to keep
you up-to-date in this complex
construction world. 

With CSC Chapters across
Canada, you can participate in
chapter meetings and activities,
taking full advantage of net-
working with colleagues on the
local level. CSC annual confer-
ences offer the same opportu-
nity on a national basis.

In addition to seeking new
avenues of cooperation with
other industry groups, CSC
continues its involvement as:

• A constitute member of
Canadian Construction Doc-
uments Committee (CCDC).

• Private sector repre-
sentative to the federal Nat-
ional Master Specification
Policy Committee.

• Canadian representative
to the International Construct-
ion Information Society.

• Member of the Con-
struction Industry Consultive
Committee.

CSC is a totally open asso-
ciation. The only qualifica-
tion needed to join is an
interest in CSC’s objectives.

The CSC-Atlantic Chap-
ter invites you to check out
CSC at our monthly breakfast
meetings, held the third
Friday of the month from
September through May at
the Westin Nova Scotian, 
8 a.m, cost $20/member,
$25/non-member.

Upcoming courses:
• November 21: Waste

Management Systems
• January 16: EIFS –

What’s Good, What’s Bad
• February 20: Division 1,

Explain or Complain
• March 19: Construction

Management of Large Projects
• April 16: Green Roof
• June 18: AGM
Some topics may change;

contact CSC Atlantic Chapter
for more information.

To join or obtain further
information, contact the CSC
Atlantic Chapter C/O
Matthew Brunt, J.W. Bird
and Co. Ltd., 110 Wright
Ave., Dartmouth, N.S. Ph:
(902) 468-2884; Fax: (902)
468-2884; E-mail: mbrunt-
@birdstairs.ca.

MacLean’s Ready Mix celebrates golden anniversary

MacLean’s Ready Mixed Concrete of Montague/Victoria Cross, P.E.I. is celebrating its 50th
anniversary in business this year.  Founded in 1953 by Dick MacLean, business enterprises
have included ready mix, precast, construction, trucking and a bottle exchange.  It’s very
much a family business, providing employment to many people from eastern P.E.I. MacLean’s
is a longtime supporter of APRMCA and currently Doug MacLean serves as a P.E.I. director on
the association’s board.

Construction Specifications Canada a valuable
resource to entire construction industry


